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Child Abuse 
and Neglect 

1. It is estimated that 
about ⅓ of abused and 
neglected children will 
eventually victimize 
their own children.  4 

7. About two-thirds of 
incarcerated mothers 
were the primary 
caregivers for at least 
one child before they 
were arrested. 16 

13. Between 30% and 
60%  of men who batter 
their wives also abuse 
their children.7 
50% of men who 
frequently assault their 
wives also frequently 
assault their children. 3 

19. People who grew up 
with a household member 
who was depressed, 
mentally ill, or who 
attempted suicide were 
two times more likely to 
have been physically 
abused.  9 

25. As many as ⅔ of 
people in drug 
treatment programs 
reported being 
abused as children. 4      

  

31. Abuse is 14 
times more 
common in poor 
families; neglect is 
44 times more 
common in poor 
families.14                    

Crime and 
Delinquency 

2. Childhood abuse 
and neglect increased 
the likelihood of arrest 
as a juvenile by 59%, 
as an adult by 28% and 
for a violent crime by 
30%. 2   
Childhood abuse  
increased odds of 
future delinquency & 
adult criminality by 
40% 13 

8. Children of offenders 
are five times more 
likely than their peers to 
end up in prison 
themselves.  16 

14. About 4 in 10 inmates 
serving time in jail for 
intimate violence had a 
criminal justice status – 
on probation or parole or 
under a restraining 
order—at the time of the 
violent attack on the 
intimate. 19 

20. Psychotic disorders 
may double or triple the 
risk for violence but is a 
much less potent risk 
factor than others such as 
substance abuse. 15 
An estimated ⅔ of young 
people who need mental 
health services are not 
getting them. As a result, 
many with mental health 
issues become involved in 
the juvenile justice 
system. 23 

26. Provisional data 
for 1997 show that 
past year illicit drug 
users were about 16 
times more likely 
than nonusers to 
report being arrested 
for larceny or theft 
and nine times more 
likely to be arrested 
on an assault charge. 
26 

 
 

 

32. The body of 
research has 
produced mixed 
findings in 
establishing a 
statistical 
relationship 
between poverty 
and crime. 22 

 
 

 

Domestic  
Violence 

3. Many abused 
children, without 
therapeutic 
intervention, will grow 
up to be abusers or 
candidates for serious 
revictimization. 13 

9. Domestic violence 
accounted for 10 – 12% 
of all San Diego 
County Sheriff’s 
security-classified 
bookings in 1997, 1998 
and 1999. 17 

15. 85% of batterers 
witnessed violence as 
children. 18 

21. 81% of women who 
have been treated for 
psychiatric disorders 
report histories of abuse. 
10 

 
 
 
 

 

27. Alcohol and drug 
abuse increase the 
likelihood of 
domestic violence; 
not only during 
periods of 
intoxication, but also 
during periods of 
sobriety. 25 

33. As many as 
60% of women 
receiving welfare 
have been victims 
of domestic 
violence as adults 
(compared to 22% 
of women in the 
general 
population). 20 
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Mental  
Illness 

4. In one study, as 
many as 80% of adults 
abused as children had 
a psychological 
disorder by age 21. 4   

 

10. The mentally ill 
make up 5% of the 
overall population but 
16% of the prison and 
jail population. 11 
Among teens in 
juvenile detention, 
nearly ⅔ of boys and ¾ 
of girls have a 
psychiatric disorder.  8      

16. Between 60%-90% 
of  battered women 
have significant mental 
health issues. 10 

¼ of suicides of women 
in America are related 
to domestic violence. 6     

22.Children who have a 
parent with mental 
illness are at 
significantly greater  
risk for multiple 
psychosocial problems. 
12 

 

28. More than half the 
people surveyed who 
had ever been 
diagnosed with 
substance abuse or 
dependence had also 
experienced a mental 
disorder at some time in 
their lives. 15  
Mental health problems 
often predate substance 
abuse problems by 4 to 
6 years. 15 

34. People in the lowest 
strata of income, 
education and 
occupation are about 
two to three times more 
likely than those in the 
highest strata to have a 
mental disorder. They 
are also more likely to 
have higher levels of 
psychological distress. 
24  

Substance 
Abuse 

5. Substance abuse 
may be a factor in as 
many as 70% of all 
child neglect cases. 3 
Nearly 80% of 
maltreated children are 
prenatally exposed to 
maternal substance 
abuse. 1 

11. U.S. Department of 
Justice shows that 80% 
of the two million men 
and women behind bars 
today –some 1.6 
million individuals—
are “seriously involved 
with drug and alcohol 
abuse.” 21  

17. Up to ⅓ of abused 
women will abuse 
drugs or alcohol as a 
way of coping with 
abuse. 6    
About ½ of all 
offenders convicted of 
intimate violence and 
incarcerated had been 
drinking at the time of 
the offense. 54% had 
prior records for 
alcohol and/or other 
drug charges. 19       

23. About 15% of 
adults with a mental 
illness also have a co-
occurring substance 
abuse disorder. 5          

2299..  CChhiillddrreenn  ooff  aallccoohhooll  
&&  ddrruugg--aaddddiicctteedd  ppaarreennttss  
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35. For low-income 
women in general 
and for those 
receiving welfare in 
particular, substance 
abuse rates range 
from 16 to 37%. 27 
Studies have found 
that between 10 and 
20% of the welfare 
population have a 
substance abuse 
problem. 33 

Poverty 
 

6. Most children living 
in foster care are from 
low-income families 
that are eligible for 
public assistance. 30 
A conclusive link is 
difficult to pin down – 
substance abuse and 
mental health issues 
may contribute to both 
poverty and child 
maltreatment.31 

12. Poverty appears to 
function as a critical 
nexus, or catalyst, for a 
multitude of problems. 
Initial findings from 
the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and 
Delinquency 
Prevention reaffirms 
the link between 
delinquency and 
poverty. 35 

18. The population of 
batterers cuts across all 
socio-economic lines. 32 
Low income battered 
women are more likely 
to seek assistance from 
public agencies. 33 

24. Mental disorders are 
the leading cause of 
disability (lost 
productive years) in 
North America. 
Without treatment the 
consequences can 
include unemployment 
and homelessness. 34 

30. There is a clear 
relationship between 
chronic homelessness 
and substance abuse. 36 

 
 

 

3366..  IInn  oonnee  
lloonnggiittuuddiinnaall  ssttuuddyy,,  
aabboouutt  5500%%  ooff  
AAffrriiccaann--AAmmeerriiccaann  
ppeerrssiisstteennttllyy  ppoooorr  
cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  ppoooorr  aass  
yyoouunngg  aadduullttss,,  aass  wweerree  
2255%%  WWhhiittee  cchhiillddrreenn..  
2299 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR FACTS AT A GLANCE 
 

1. “Opening the Door to Early Intervention for Abused and Neglected Children: A 
Nw CAPTA Requirement” ABA Child Law Practice Legislative Update, Vol. 23 
No. 3 May 2004. 

 
2. “An Update on the “Cycle of Violence”, Julie E. Samuels, Acting Director, 

National Institute of Justice, Research in Brief, February 2001. 
 

3. “Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, and Youth Violence: Strategies for Prevention 
and Early Intervention”, Janet Carter, Family Violence Prevention Fund, San 
Francisco, CA. http://www.mincava.umn.evu/link/documents/fvpf2/fvpf2.shtml 

 
4. “Long-term Consequences of Child Abuse and Neglect”, National Clearinghouse 

on Child Abuse and Neglect Information, 2004. 
http://nccanch.acf.hhs.gov/pubs/factsheetslong_term_consequences.cfm 

 
5. “MHIC: Mental Illness and the Family: Mental Health Statistics”, National 

Mental Health Association, 2001. http://www.nmha.org/infoctr/factsheets/15.cfm 
 

6. “Going Crazy – a Reasonable Response to Domestic Violence? The Relationship 
Between Mental Illness and Domestic Violence”. www.tabs.org.nz/pdfdocs/going 
crazy.pdf. 

 
7. “Child Protective Services and Domestic Violence”, Janet E. Findlater and Susan 

Kelly, The Future of Children DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILDREN Vol. 9 No. 3 – 
Winter 1999. 

 
8. Crime & the Mentally Ill, Archives of General Psychiatry, 

www.karisable.com/crmh.htm. 
 

9. “New Hope for Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect in California: Proven 
Solutions to Save Lives and Prevent Crime”, brief based on a national report by 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. 
www.fightcrime.org/reports/CANstate2pager/CANca.pdf. 

 
10. “Mental Illness and Domestic Violence: Implications for Family Law Litigation” 

by Denice Wolf Markham, Journal of Poverty Law and Policy, May-June 2003. 
 

11. “Mental Health, Crime Links Discussed”, Janelle Carter, Associated Press Writer, 
http://ca.geocities.com/soupcanleague/artictwo.html. 

 
12. “Critical Issues for Parents with Mental Illness and their Families” Nicholson, 

Joanne, Ph.D., Biebel, Kathleen, M.S., Hinden, Beth, Ph.D., Henry, Alexis, Sc.D., 
Stier, Lawrence, Center for Mental Health Services Research, Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Massachusetts Medical School, July 30, 2001. 

Lyn AngeneFeb2005 
BibliographyforFactsataGlance 

http://www.tabs.org.nz/pdfdocs/going%20crazy.pdf
http://www.tabs.org.nz/pdfdocs/going%20crazy.pdf
http://www.karisable.com/crmh.htm
http://www.fightcrime.org/reports/CANstate2pager/CANca.pdf
http://ca.geocities.com/soupcanleague/artictwo.html


 
13. Child Victimization. National Victim Assistance Academy. 

http://wwwlojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/assist/nvaa2002/chapter11.html. 
 

14. “Child Abuse and Poverty – National Coalition for Child Protection Reform”, 
Alexandria, Virginia, http://www.nccpt.org/newissues/6.html. 

 
15. “Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Addiction and Co-Occurring Disorders: Fact Sheet” 

National Mental Health Association,        
http: //www.nmha.org/substance/factsheet.cfm 

 
16. “Children of Incarcerated Parents”, Charlene Wear Simmons, Ph.D. California 

Research Bureau, Sacramento, California, March 2000 CRB Note Vol. 7, No. 2. 
 

17. “Bookings: A Study of Persons Detained in the San Diego County Jail System” 
Norman W. Storer, Ph.D. May 2002 

 
18. Impact of Witnessing Domestic Violence on Children. 

http://www.publictraining.com/impact.htm. 
 

19. Domestic Violence, By Harvey Wallace and Anne Seymour, 1999 National 
Victim Assistance Academy. 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/assist/nvaa99/chap8.htm 

 
20. “Welfare & Poverty, Domestic and Sexual Violence”, Now Legal Defense and 

Education Fund. http://www.nowldef.org/html/issues/wel/violence.shtml 
 

21. “Treatment Can Help Curb the Cycle of Crime Among Inmates” 
http://www.jointogether.org/sa/news/features/reader/0,1854,548270,00.html 

 
22. An Examination of the Link Between Employment Volatility and Spatial 

Distribution of Property Crime Rates. American Journal of Economics and 
Sociology, Kent Bausman and W. Richard Goe, July, 2004 
http:/www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0254/is_3_63/ai_n6142201 

 
23. SAMSHA’s National Mental Health Information Center 

http://www.mentalhealthsamhsa.gov/default.asp 
 

24. “Culture Counts: The Influence of Culture and Society on Mental Health, Mental 
Illness, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Surgeon 
General, SAMHSA. 
http://www.mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/cre/ch2_racism_discrimination_and_mental
_health.asp 

 
25. Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse. 

http://www.tnclearinghouse.com/factsheets/DVFacts.htm 

Lyn AngeneFeb2005 
BibliographyforFactsataGlance 

 
2

http://www.publictraining.com/impact.htm
http://www.tnclearinghouse.com/factsheets/DVFacts.htm


Lyn AngeneFeb2005 
BibliographyforFactsataGlance 

 
3

 
26. Drug Related Crime Fact Sheet, Office of National Drug Control Policy 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/factsht/crime/ 
 

27. The PVS Disaster: Poverty, Violence and Substance Abuse in the Lives of 
Women and Children A Review of Recent Literature, Sandra L. Bloom, M.D., 
Women’s Law Project, September, 2002. 

 
28. Addressing Substance Abuse & Mental Health Barriers to Employment  Welfare 

Information Network, Vol.3, No. 12 November 1999 
http://www.financeprojectinfo.org/Publications/substanceabuse.htm 

 
29. “The Dynamics of Childhood Poverty”, Mary E. Corcoran and Ajay Chaudry, 

The Future of Children and Poverty The Future of Children Children and Poverty 
Vol. 7 No. 2 – Summer/Fall 1997. 

 
30. “Foster Care Fundamentals: An Overview of California’ s Foster Care System” 

by Lisa Foster, California Research Bureau, California State Library. 
 

31. “Child Maltreatment and Policy Issues” JCPR: Congressional Research Briefing. 
http://www.jcpr.org/conferences/childabuse briefing.html 

 
32. “Common Myths About Spouse Abuse” 

http://organizations.rockbridge.net/projecthorizon/dvcommonmyths.htm 
 

33. “Domestic Violence Frequently Asked Questions”, A Safe Place, Lake County 
Crisis Center, Waukegan, Ill. 
http://www.asafeplaceforhelp.org/domesticviolencefaqs.html 

 
34. “About Mental Illness”,  NAMI, The Nation’s Voice on Mental Illness. 

http://www.nami.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Inform_Yourself/About_Mental_I
llness 

 
35. Family, School, Community and Economic Factors Associated with Juvenile 

Crime in North Carolina: A System Impact Assessment. 
http://www.gcc.state.nc.us/juvcorr.htm  

 
36. “Substance Abuse and The Welfare Reform” (IUGM). 

http://www.agrm.org/welfare/drugs.html 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.financeprojectinfo.org/Publications/substanceabuse.htm
http://www.jcpr.org/conferences/childabuse%20briefing.html
http://www.asafeplaceforhelp.org/domesticviolencefaqs.html
http://www.nami.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Inform_Yourself/About_Mental_Illness
http://www.nami.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Inform_Yourself/About_Mental_Illness
http://www.agrm.org/welfare/drugs.html



